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Broken: How Far Would You Go for a Dog
That You Love?

Michelle Stark

s a former President of the
AHamilton Law Association

(2012-2013), I am delight-
ed to reconnect and share an excit-
ing development in my career jour-
ney. After many years practising
law in Hamilton, I recently pub-
lished my debut memoir, Broken
(Fire Ant Press), which explores
my transition from a demanding
legal profession to advocating for
animal welfare.

The memoir chronicles my expe-
rience caring for a dog with sig-
nificant health challenges, which
led me to investigate the world of
purebred dog breeding. The narra-
tive is deeply personal yet rooted in
research, blending themes of resil-
ience, compassion, and the pursuit
of truth. Rather than comforting
readers, Broken challenges them
to reflect critically on where we get
our dogs from, and whether the law
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can be used to change the broken
system.

The skills I honed as a lawyer—ad-
vocacy, critical analysis, and per-
suasive communication—proved
invaluable in crafting this story. Al-
though I stepped away from legal
practice, the principles I embraced
within the profession continue to
guide my work as a writer and ad-
vocate.

[ believe the story may resonate
with legal professionals who value
ethical advocacy and perseverance.

Today, I reside on a small farm in
rural Hamilton with my husband,
Tim, and our beloved animals.
Writing has become an unexpected
yet deeply fulfilling second career,
one shaped by my foundation in

law. @
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